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The Commander’s Corner 
 By Commander Craig Hartman  

The President’s Corner 
By Sherri Wicks 

Hi, 
 
Ladies Auxiliary is working hard behind the scenes. We 
have sent out our yearly Poppy Letters to our members and 
some local businesses. This as of now is the only means of 
raising money for Veteran Programs as we are unable to 
have our monthly dinner and breakfast. 
 
A very hard decision was made and that was to cancel our 
11th Annual Roll on with American Pride Car/Motorcycle 
Show 9/20/2020, due to the seriousness of Covid-19. We 
feel that there would still need to be some social distancing, 
and with possible low attendance we could end up losing 
money on the show. 
 
We've been holding email meetings trying to come up with 
some new ideas of how we can get donations for our yearly 
Veterans Programs we Support.  
 
Our yearly reports have been filled out and sent in timely. 
We had great response from all events we had this year, 
and a great big Thank You to all volunteers who made this 
happen for us! As my husband is a SAL member, a great 
big thanks for their support too. 
 
Looking forward to the reopening of Chester Bird.  
Keep all our nurses, doctors in your thoughts, and as al-
ways our veterans serving our country past and present. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sherri Wicks 
Auxiliary President 

Chester Bird Shutdown on March 20, 2020 
 
Acting under orders pursuant to Gov Waltz's emergency order 20-
04 mandating the emergency shut down of all State of Minnesota 
Restaurants and Bars. The Post Officers and Management were 
appraised of the situation and I undertook the action to shut down 
all Operations of Post 523. As of 1445 hours 3-20-2020 Chester 
Bird Post # 523 has been placed in lock down mode. 
 
The bar and kitchen consumables and working stock have been 
preserved and inventoried. The kitchen and bar area have been 
deep cleaned. The water to the building / except for the fire sup-
pression system has been shut off. The gas to the building except 
for the RTU units has been shift off. All water heaters have been 
shut off. All non-essential refrigeration systems have been shut 
down. All thermostats have been set to 55F. All Gambling Control 
Board instructions as to the shutdown of a licensed gaming loca-
tion have been adhered to. All cash and coin have been removed 
from the Post and deposited in their respective bank accounts. All 
post computer systems have been shut off.  All corporate resolu-
tions relating to employee banking access have been rescinded. 
All compensated managers and employees have been provided 
with State of Minnesota Unemployment Compensation information 
and laid off. Final payroll was completed and mailed out. All opera-
tions, gaming keys and credit cards have been turned in and se-
cured. All subcontractors and suppliers have been put on hold. All 
access locks to the building have been re keyed and security sys-
tem codes reset.  
 
The building and site security are being checked on a daily and 
nightly basis by local law enforcement and private security. A daily 
physical walk through is being conducted by SAL Commander 
Aron’s and myself. The mail is being picked up and distributed. 
The bills are being paid by Finance Officer Martin and Volunteer 
Gaming Manager Reid. Due to the fact that the daily internal secu-
rity of the building and administrative functions are being conduct-
ed by Post Volunteers, it is also essential that access to the build-
ing be highly restricted to prevent contamination and or contagion 
to the Volunteer workers.  
 
The regularly scheduled April Executive Board and General Mem-
bership Meeting has been conducted electronically and the annual 
Post Elections have been held via electronic ballot. The White  

Continued on second page... 



The Commander’s Corner (continued) 

By Craig Hartman 

Your SAL is still here.  We have been processing a few more 
memberships and we are looking forward to the re-opening of 
the Bird; whenever that may be. I have been asked to be a key-
holder and consider myself one of the lucky few that gets to stop 
by our building most days and check the fridges, bring in mail, 
and do a a general site check to make sure all is well.  I will tell 
you that it is an eerie feeling to go inside on a Tuesday at 2 in the 
afternoon and not see any of the regulars or hear that "Cheers" 
sort of bar talk.  Everyday I look for Norm, but I know its only a 
matter of time. 
 
Ham Bingo and Raffle update.  As a result of the virus we had to 
table the bingo event and raffle ticket sales stopped.  We have 
sold about half of the tickets for this event.  The State has given 
us permission to reschedule.  That said, when a reopen date 
becomes available we will sell the rest of the tickets and have the 
raffle to celebrate that we are back in business! 
 
On a somber note, one of our SAL members who is a full time 
Golden valley Firefighter and paid on-call Robbinsdale Firefighter 
is in the hospital in the fight of his life battling COVID -19.  He is 
on a ventilator and we are all hopeful he will pull through.  I am 
talking about Dave Gustafson.  The plot thickens, his wife works 
at North Hospital and also came ill with COVID-19 - thankfully 
she recovered.  Sadly, they also lost one of their mothers to this 
illness recently.  Lets all put Dave and his families in our prayers 
and hope their family can become normal again and Dave can 
break out of that hospital. A tough one for sure! 
 
That's all for now. Looking forward to seeing you all back at the 
Bird. 
 
Closing with a moment of silence for Dave and his family, and 
our loyal troops protecting us past and present. 
 
Denny Arons 
SAL Commander 

SAL Commander 

By Denny Arons 

Ballot resulting in all current Post Officers being held in place until 
2021. An electronic motion to accept all submitted March Meeting 
Minutes and Gaming Report’s was also made and approved by the 
General Membership. 
 
As of the date of this column all previously scheduled events and 
Post functions for 2020 except for a very limited Memorial Day 
Ritual Guard have either been canceled or put on indefinite hold. 
This includes the Street Dance/ Car Show / Early Bird Dinner / 
Thanksgiving Dinner and Legion Steak Dinner. 
 
The annual spring grounds cleanup has been conducted with so-
cial distancing by members of the Legion and SAL with plenty 
more Volunteer opportunities to come as we move into late spring 
and early summer. Thank You Guys and Gal , You Know who You 
Are! 
 
So what does the future hold for Chester Bird? As your Command-
er my fiduciary responsibility is to ensure the survival of Chester 
Bird Post # 523 and its subsidiary SAL Squadron. We are not a bar 
and we are not a restaurant; we are an American Legion Post. 
That being said I fully realize that in order to maintain our building 
and grounds that we need to provide a viable income stream and 
until March 2020 we were doing a very adequate job of providing 
just that. Unfortunately, the business model that we were operating 
under was predicated on high-volume customer counts and an 
extremely robust economy. Social distancing protocol and a cata-
strophic economic downturn not seen since the great depression 
has rendered that business model to be obsolete in the span of 
one month. Short of a vaccine being developed and fast-tracked 
inoculation going into place. The old model will not be applicable 
for at least one, maybe two years. We also have to take into ac-
count the fact that our previous customer base may very well no 
longer have the discretionary income to spend at our establish-
ment. So, realizing that our cash reserves are not unlimited we are 
going to have to adapt to a new business model of operations 
once we are allowed to open the doors. Just what that business 
model will look like remains to be seen. I can state however that 
initially it will be based on reduced hours of operations, the mini-
mizing of manpower and a drastic reduction in the cost of opera-
tional overhead. If you see one of our Post Officers/ Volunteers 
thank them for the survival of your Post. I have no idea how many 
hours of volunteer work is being put in to continue the day to day 
administrative, maintenance and security duties formally provided 
by paid staff. The bills, paperwork , maintenance and repair did not 
quit because we shut the doors. 
 
Also: if you would take a moment to think about the First Respond-
ers working in Law Enforcement / Fire and EMS that are on the 
front lines of this pandemic. If you see one Thank Them. A simple 
gesture goes a long way. 
 
Stay Safe / Craig Hartman Commander 



If you wish to get factual data as to the State Of Minnesota’s 
COVID statistics go to: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/
coronavirus/situation.html 
 
Stay Home / Stay Safe ! 
Craig Hartman / Service Officer 
 
 

Due to pandemic restrictions, Chester Bird will not host a public 
Memorial Day Observance. Instead, we are encouraging our 
Legion to tune in to the Minnesota State Virtual Observance. 
 
State Veterans Cemeteries to hold virtual Memorial Day pro-
gram 
 
The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs will hold a virtual 
Memorial Day program this year in place of live events at the 
three State Veterans Cemeteries where past years drew thou-
sands of visitors. 
 
“The COVID-19 pandemic requires a new approach to our tradi-
tional Memorial Day events,” explains MDVA Commissioner  
Larry Herke. " This year we will mark this special day in a new 
and different way, but with the same goal: to honor and pay our 
respects to Minnesota Veterans who have passed.” 
 
MDVA is partnering with Twin Cities PBS-TPT to create a 30-
minute Memorial Day program entitled “Always Remember: A 
Minnesota Tribute to Veterans we’ve lost,” that will be broadcast 
across the state on TPT’s Minnesota Channel at 7:30 p.m. on 
Monday, May 25. 
 
The program will include remarks from Minnesota Governor Tim 
Walz and Commissioner Herke, personal stories about those we 
have lost and honor on Memorial Day, music and a rifle salute 
traditionally included in a live event. 
 
More details on the program will be shared in the coming weeks 
by MDVA.. 
 
About MDVA  
The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) is a cabi-
net-level state agency dedicated to serving Minnesota Veterans 
and their families. In addition to overseeing the five State Veter-
ans Homes, MDVA helps eligible Veterans and families secure 
state and federal benefits and provides programs and services 
relating to higher education, benefits, burial, claims, outreach and 
Veterans employment. Veterans and their families are encour-
aged to visit www.MinnesotaVeteran.org or call 1-(888)-LinkVet 
for more information about benefits. 

Service Officer (continued) 
By Craig Hartman 

More than 5,000 veterans nationwide are in recovery after becom-
ing infected with the coronavirus, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs reported this week in its first public count of recovered pa-
tients. 
 
As of Wednesday, May 5th,185 veterans and 760 VA employees 
were in recovery from the virus — about 65% of the department’s 
nearly 10,000 cases. The department defined being in recovery 
as having been discharged from the hospital or having made 
it 14 days after a positive coronavirus test and not needing 
hospitalization. 
 
The number of recoveries was included in the VA’s dataset start-
ing Monday, following a nearly four-day period during which the 
department posted no public updates about its coronavirus cases. 
VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said in a statement that the data now 
shows “all known COVID-19 cases that are tested or treated in VA 
facilities.” 
 
According to the new data, the VA’s death toll jumped 62% in one 
week, from 482 on April 29 to 779 on Wednesday. Besides VA 
inpatients, the count now includes VA patients who died at their 
homes or in community hospitals. Previously, those veterans were 
omitted from the department’s data. 
 
The death toll doesn’t include VA employees. In a separate 
datasheet, the VA reported that 24 employees had died of the 
virus as of Tuesday. 
 
During the same week, the total number of positive cases in-
creased from 7,903 to 9,823. In addition to veterans and employ-
ees, the VA added in other people who were admitted to VA hos-
pitals, including civilians, Tricare patients and active duty service 
members. 
 
Thousands of veterans remain hospitalized with the virus. The 
New Jersey VA Health Carey System had 283 active cases as of 
Wednesday, followed by the New York Harbor Health Care Sys-
tem and the Philadelphia Health Care System, which each had 
140. The North Chicago VA Health Care System and the VA in 
Washington, D.C., were each treating more than 100 coronavirus 
patients Wednesday. 
 
The New York Harbor system, which encompasses parts of New 
York City, had experienced the most deaths, with 86. In New Jer-
sey, 71 veterans had died, and 59 veterans had died at the Bronx 
VA. New Orleans, Detroit, Boston and Indianapolis each reported 
more than two dozen deaths at their facilities. 
 
If you are a Veteran and already in the VA Health Care System or 
wish to become enrolled in the system go to the My Health Care 
Vet link at https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/home 

Service Officer  
By Craig Hartman 

Chaplain By Mark Kelm 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/situation.html
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/situation.html
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/home


email you. Thank you for your patience while the MDVA COVID-
19 team works diligently to input and process the applications. 
 
The current estimated processing time is approximately 57 busi-
ness days.  
 
 
COVID-19 Special Needs Grant 
 
COVID-19 Special Needs Grant. Program Status: Open. Now 
processing applications received on: April 10. Apply through your 
county veterans service officer. The purpose of the COVID-19 
Special Needs Grant is to provide one-time financial assistance 
to a Veteran or surviving spouse who needs assistance due to a 
COVID-19-related event. Any funding awarded from this grant 
would go directly to a vendor or creditor of the applicant, and no 
money awarded goes directly to an applicant or an applicant's 
family member. 
 
Applications for the COVID-19 Special Needs Grant must be 
dated no earlier than March 13, 2020. A closing date for the 
COVID-19 Special Needs Grant is subject to the length of the 
peacetime emergency declared by the Governor of the State of 
Minnesota, and the funding available.  
 
To qualify for the COVID-19 Special Needs Grant, applicants 
must be: 
 
A Veteran or the surviving spouse (who has not remarried) of a 
deceased veteran as defined by MN Statute 197.447,  
A Minnesota Resident, and   
Have been negatively financial impacted by COVID-19.  
*Note: two Veterans married to each other are only authorized 
one COVID-19 Special Needs Grant.  
 
Covered by COVID-19 Special Needs Grant: utility bills, auto 
insurance, rent/mortgage/contract for deed, security deposit, 
medical bills, auto loan payment, auto repairs, furnace/AC unit, 
home repairs (related to habitability). 
 
 
Stay home, stay safe. Pray for Everyone. 
Chaplain, Mark Kelm 

Chaplain (continued) 

By Mark Kelm 

COVID-19 Financial Assistance for Veterans 
Details at https://tinyurl.com/ycq5slhj 
 
On March 26, 2020, the Minnesota State Legislature voted to fund 
a special appropriation to assist Veterans who may be financially 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19 Specific Pro-
grams have been activated specifically in response to mitigate the 
economic effects COVID-19 is having on our Veterans and their 
families. These programs can close at any time without notice due 
to the exhaustion of approved funding. Status updates will be 
posted here regarding the status of these programs. All of the 
grants are awarded on a first come, first serve basis, and the 
amount of grants awarded is limited to the length of existing fund-
ing. 
 
 
COVID-19 Disaster Relief Grant 
 
COVID-19 Disaster Relief Grant. Program Status: Opens. Now 
processing applications received on: April 8. Apply online. 
The purpose of the COVID-19 Disaster Relief Grant is to mitigate 
the negative effects and economic impact COVID-19 has had on 
Veterans and their families by providing a one-time financial relief 
grant in the amount of $1,000. 
 
Applications for the disaster relief grant must be dated no earlier 
than March 13, 2020.  A closing date for the disaster relief grant 
has yet to be determined and will depend on the length of the 
peacetime emergency declared by the Governor of the State of 
Minnesota and the availability of funding.  
 
To qualify for the COVID-19 Special Needs Grant, applicants must 
be: 
 
A Veteran or the surviving spouse (who has not remarried) of a 
deceased veteran as defined by MN Statute 197.447, and 
A Minnesota Resident, and 
Have been negatively financial impacted by COVID-19.  
* Note: Two Veterans married to each other are both authorized to 
apply for and receive the disaster relief grant.  
 
 
COVID-19 Disaster Relief Grant application status  
 
The MDVA team is working as quickly as possible to process the 
applications for the COVID-19 grants. Some applicants have al-
ready received their checks. We have received more than 4,000 
applications to date and our current processing date is noted 
above.  
 
As applications are uploaded into our system, we send an email to 
applicants to confirm that step has been completed. If we need 
any additional information to support your application, we will 

Chaplain (continued) 

By Mark Kelm 

https://tinyurl.com/ycq5slhj


Chester Bird Job Opportunities  
 
Due to Pandemic Executive Order 20-04, Chester Bird was shut-
down and all paid staff were laid off. This means we no longer 
have any employees at Chester Bird. Numerous volunteer hours 
keep us viable and ready to return to life.  When the State signals 
the opening of bars and restaurants, Chester Bird will post any 
paid positions exclusively via https://www.indeedjobs.com/
chester-bird-post-523-american-legion 
 
Reduced staffing from pre-Coronavirus levels will be a financial 
necessity. Reorganization of positions and responsibilities will 
also be unavoidable. We welcome all former employees to apply 
for any position they are interested in and for which they meet the 
requirements. Also, we are keenly aware of how many other 
Americans have lost their jobs. Therefore, any job openings will 
be open to the general public to apply as well. 
 
Chester Bird Post 523 American Legion is proud to be an Equal 
Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action employer. We do 
not discriminate based upon race, religion, color, national origin, 
gender (including pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical condi-
tions), sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
age, status as a protected veteran, status as an individual with a 
disability, or other applicable legally protected characteristics. 
 

DONATE NOW TO SUPPORT CHESTER BIRD 
 
Please consider making a tax-deductible donation to support the 
mission of Chester Bird Post 523 American Legion. Your gift will 
help us through the pandemic so that we can reopen to a glori-
ous future. 
 
Chester Bird Post 523 American Legion EIN 41-0777594 is a 501
(c)(19) veteran's organization and subordinate under The Ameri-
can Legion EIN 35-0144250 Group Exemption No. 0925. 
 
All donations are deemed tax-deductible absent any limitations 
on deductibility applicable to a particular taxpayer. No goods or 
services were provided in exchange for your contribution. Docu-
mentation regarding Chester Bird's exempt status and charitable 
tax-deductible contributions can be found at https://
chesterbird.org/donate/ 
 
Please visit  https://donorbox.org/donate-to-chester-bird-post-523
-american-legion to be taken to our secured donation page to 
donate via credit card. Or, you may write a check payable to 
Chester Bird Post 523 American Legion with a memo line: Dona-
tion and mail to: 
          Chester Bird Post 523 American Legion 
           Attn: Finance Officer Tom Martin 
           200 Lilac Drive N 
           Golden Valley, MN 55422-5121 

2nd Vice 

By Mark Kelm 

WELCOME, to all my fellow Legionnaires!!  Also to the members 
of the Legion Family. It is that time again when the clock is wind-
ing DOWN!! 2020 is almost up on the Legion Membership Timeta-
ble.  You need to get those renewals in, and anyone that is con-
sidering joining Chesterbird Legion Post 523 move, move, move! 
 
Legion membership offers many benefits to it's members. There is 
financial aid for emergencies and times of need. There is assis-
tance in gaining access to programs the VA has to offer. There 
are many businesses and services that offer Legion member dis-
counts. 
 
But probably the most important is the comradeship of fellow Vet-
erans. To have have a place to spend time with those who took 
the same oath as you and "Signed a check for all you would ever 
possess, up to and including their life."  For most, this is the most 
sacred oath they will ever swear to. The Legion is all about that 
oath and the bond between those who have pledged it. 
 
Post 523 can be your Legion. I guarantee your life will be a better 
place once you have signed onboard. 
 
First Vice Commander, 
Michael B Hrdlicka 

Greetings ladies of the Auxiliary, this stay at home regiment is a 
little hard to get used to. BUT we will survive . 
 
I have some fantasist news with a sad ending. Sherri was notified 
that our Unit and 1 other Unit Excelsior, made goal on December 
28th,2019 our goal was meet December  30th, 2019. What a fan-
tastic job ladies. Sherri was asked to carry a 10th District color flag 
in the beginning processional and the ending processional June 
6th 2020, for the 10th District Convention. That was to be held in 
Osseo American Legion. What an honor for making goal and be-
ing asked to participate in the convention. The sad news is the 
convention was canceled due to Corvid-19. 
 
On  another sad note our Unit lost Martha Pachnik who died in 
March, she had been a member for 48 years. She was a volunteer 
for our trips to Minneapolis VA Casino nights, and any function 
she was asked to participate in. She will be greatly missed. 
 
Members will be kept in touch by social media, e-mail etc, as to 
when we can meet again. Thank you to all front-line workers, Min-
nesota National Guard for all their hard work. God bless them all. 
Please keep our service personal in your prayers for keeping us 
safe in this tiring times.  
 
Membership Chairmen, Doris Rindahl 

1st Vice 

By Mike Hrdlicka 

Auxiliary Membership 

By Doris Rindahl 

https://chesterbird.org/donate/
https://chesterbird.org/donate/
https://donorbox.org/donate-to-chester-bird-post-523-american-legion
https://donorbox.org/donate-to-chester-bird-post-523-american-legion


 
Chester Bird American Legion  

Charitable Gambling Hours 
will be posted once we reopen. 

 
 

Gambling License # A00991 

 

Note: Contact Information has been removed so 
that the web version will not be inviting to 
SPAM search engines—please refer to the web-
site  
 

Legion Officers 
Commander                         Craig Hartman 
1st Vice Commander         Mike Hrdlicka 
2nd Vice Commander         Mark Kelm 
Adjutant          Open 
Finance Officer         Tom Martin  
Chaplain          Mark Kelm 
Sgt. At Arms         Dearest Welwolie 
Historian          Open 
Service Officer         Craig Hartman 
Judge Advocate         Open 

Executive Board 
Member-at Large  Steve Fossen 
Member-at Large  Open 
Member-at-Large  Larry Schnack 

 
Auxiliary Officers 

Unit President  Sherri Wicks 
1st Vice President  Doris Rindahl 
2nd Vice  President  Kelly Barrett 
Treasurer   Leann Roehl 
Secretary   Susan Trussell 
Chaplain   Chris Henkels 
Sgt. At Arms  Lynne Bunde 
Historian   Open 
     

 

Sons Of The American Legion Officers 
 

Commander                         Denny Arons  
1st Vice Commander         John Erntson 
2nd Vice Commander         Open 
Adjutant          Open 
Finance Officer         Michael Morris 
Chaplain          Open 
Sgt. At Arms         Evan Komar 
 

The American Legion Riders 
Director          Evan B. Komar 
 
 
 

  

 
OPEN MEETING POLICY 

All current members are welcome to attend any board or committee 
meeting as an observer. Meetings conducted behind closed doors and 
any business conducted therein are not valid. Contact the Post Adjutant 
for more information on meetings and the policy. 

 
The Chester Bird Club (Operations)  

Leadership 
 
 

Volunteer Gaming Manager - Chris Reid 
 
 
 

We are on the Web!  

 

We are on the Web! Go to 
www.chesterbird.org to see 
the current newsletter, and 

information on reopening of 
the Club. 

Each year, members of The American Legion Family, led by the 
American Legion Auxiliary, distribute poppies with a request that the 
person receiving the flower make a donation. These donations ben-
efit the mission to support the future of veterans, active-duty military 
personnel and their families with medical and financial needs. 
 
The Chester Bird Legion Auxiliary is not able to hold its annual  
fundraising event in person, but asks that  you still contribute to the 
cause. Any amount is greatly appreciated. You may write a check 
payable to Chester Bird Legion Auxiliary with a memo line: Poppy 
Day Fund and mail to: 
 
           Chester Bird Post 523 American Legion 
           Attn: Poppy Day Fund 
           200 Lilac Drive N 
           Golden Valley, MN 55422-5121 

 
 
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

  That mark our place; and in the sky 
  The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 
 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

  Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
      In Flanders fields. 

 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
  The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

  If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

      In Flanders fields. 

National Poppy Day, May 22 
In Flanders Fields 

By John McCrae 

https://chesterbird.org/index.html

